[Cholesterol embolism of the upper urinary tract as a clinical feature of atherosclerotic embolic vascular disease. Report of three cases, one of them simulating neoplasia].
To report three cases of atherosclerotic embolic vascular disease with clinical presentation in the lower urinary tract. This disease is not frequent; it mainly affects the skin, kidneys and skeletal muscle. Other organs of the urinary tract are rarely affected and they are exceptionally the clinical site of debut without previous known involvement of other areas. The first patient presented with hematuria associated with an ultrasound/cystoscopical image suspicion for neoplasia. Pathologic report of the transurethral resection chips showed polypoid cystitis with some small size arteries occupied by cholesterol needles, associated with inflammation, ulcers and hematic extravasation. The second patient underwent cystoprostatectomy for a transitional cell carcinoma and, incidentally, numerous cholesterol emboli were found, mainly in the lamina propria, but also in other layers of the bladder wall, prostate, urethra, veru montanum, and one seminal vesicle; this two latter sites have not being reported in previous publications. The third patient showed the embolus within a prostate biopsy core. This unfrequent disease may present as a bladder or prostatic process and be diagnosed by biopsy of these organs. It may simulate a bladder neoplasia on ultrasound or cystoscopy and should be included among related or etiologic entities of polypoid cystitis, a well-known simulator of neoplasia.